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nobility and gentlefolk of the time, whilst many illustrious
visitors to the city of Dublin availed themselves of the
opportunity to possess at least one specimen of the carver's
work. As time progressed, however, so did the " whittlers3?
in bog-oak increase and multiply; and by the time the
Eebellion of 1848 had culminated in the expatriation of
Smith O'Brien and the other leaders of the Young Ireland
party, at least half-a-dozen fresh bog-oak carvers appeared
in the field; and from that period the number steadily
increased, until, as is generally the case, the art became
somewhat overdone*. Bad workmanship, accompanied by
the frequent substitution of ebony for bog-oak, caused the
pretty art to lose its individuality and its integrity at the
same time. We have a pleasing remembrance of the great
interest which many of the leading aristocracy of Ireland
took in the manufacture of bog-oak ornaments, after the
political disturbances referred to had subsided. The late
Master of the Eolls for Ireland, Mr, T. B. C. Smith (or
" Alphabet- Smith," as he was humorously called), a man of
exquisite taste and judgment, suggested many interesting
designs from the antique, which were afterwards faithfully
duplicated in bog-oak, to the great delight" of air who
beheld them. , Nor was bog-oak 'carving, at the -time we
mention, confined to professional hands alone, for many
amateurs, including the fair sex,"sought recreation in the
pleasing art, amongst whom may be mentioned the accom-
plished daughters of the late Earl of Howth.

Bog-oak is an exceedingly agreeable substance for carving
purposes, being both hard and tough. The finest specimens
are intensely black. In structure it possesses all the
characteristics cf ordinary oak, and may readily be distin-
guished from ebony (or "African bog-oak," as it is termed),